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The Shepherd’s Voice – Transitions
Dear Friends, 

 

With Pastor Kay‘s announcement that he is leaving the staff to join Bishop Herz-Lane‘s staff full-time, 
there has been much buzz about what that means for me and for us here at Epiphany. I appreciate 
the many people who have made their concerns known to me or our president, Bob Horst, directly. I 
also am glad that so may of us have made extra efforts to encourage, congratulate and thank Pastor 
Kay for his ministry among us – these are marks of a healthy community. 

 

Question: Will Pastor Kayôs departure open up the possibility of Pastor Gohl coming back to 
Epiphany on a full-time basis? Answer: Yes and no. I have a binding contract with Oak Crest until 
31 January 2010. Until that time, no change in arrangement is possible. On the other hand, I was 
released from my one day a week position on the bishop‘s staff and will rededicate that day to 
Epiphany effective immediately. Beyond that, however, the Congregation Council and the Finance 
Committee will likely propose a different structure for my work and salary in 2011. Ultimately, the 
congregation will ―weigh-in‖ at the Congregation Meeting in January. 

 

Question: What does this mean for the Vicar program in 2010-2011? Will the Vicar be assisting 
Pastor Gohl on-site, or will be continue the ñMission Probeò in Hamilton? Answer: Upon my 
recommendation, the Vicar will be recalled from the Hamilton Project to assist me in the day to day 
ministry here at Epiphany. We are not necessarily abandoning the Hamilton dream, but it is not as 
much the priority as the Worship, Education and Pastoral Care life of the congregation here. Finance 
Committee Co-Chair, Kent Gruzs proposed to the Council that we pay the Vicar, through 2010, from 
Pastor Kay‘s salary package and hold-back the Ellamay Little funds until the congregation can give us 
direction at the January 2011 Congregation Meeting. 

 

Question: What will happen to Contemporary Worship, Confirmation and Youth Group? 
Answer: These programs will continue, uninterrupted. I will, of course, be more involved and will 
identify lay leaders to give special attention to these areas. The Vicar will not lead these areas, per 
se, but will assist me and the lay leadership in providing the level of excellence we have come to 
expect in these areas. 

 

Question: Will we be looking for a new pastor for the staff? Answer: In the short-term, I do not 
expect for us to enter the Call Process, though one never knows what God has in mind. Pastor Kay 
was called when the situation emerged that he needed part-time work to complement his then-part-
time call with the Synod. My sense is that God, at the right time, will lead us to the right person(s) – 
pastor or not – to join us in ministry. 

 

I appreciate your questions and covet your prayers. God‘s timing was perfect when he called us 
together as Pastor and People three years ago and as friends eleven years ago. I trust that Epiphany 
is still much on God‘s heart and mind. I thank you for your prayers and partnership. 

 



Pastor Gohl 
 

Pastor Kay
By now you‘ve heard the news – either the letter reached your home, or you were in church a few 
weeks ago, or you read Pastor Gohl‘s message on the opposite page.  I‘ll be leaving Epiphany as one 
of the pastors in just a few short weeks.  And as you all have been coming to talk with me, to learn 
more about this new position for the Synod which I have been called to, and sometimes to give me a 
little smack, overwhelmingly the conversation begins with, ―I‘m happy for you, but sad for us.‖  And I 
can understand that response because it‘s similar to how I‘ve been feeling these last couple of weeks 
in discerning this move as well. 
 

Happy because it‘s quite an honor to be called to serve the wider Church in this way at such a young 
age and after being ordained for only a few short years.  The other half of my call for Youth + Family 
Ministry which I have been engaged in for the last three years has been growing leaps and bounds!  
The high school leadership program which I help to coordinate continues to reach more and more 
congregations to equip their young leaders for greater and more confident leadership in their own 
church.  And I‘m excited because this coming year, we will have one of our own youth as part of the 
Lutheran Youth Organization, Lambert Aryee! 
 

The Youth Events I facilitate are experiencing 
tremendous growth, and that trend is likely to 
continue.  More and more congregations are 
looking to more intentionally include youth & 
family ministry as one of their priorities, and 
serving as a resource and consultant for their 
visioning it taking more and more of my time.  
Truly, God is doing something very special 
with making youth & family ministry a priority in 
our Church. 
 

But it‘s difficult to think of making this move as well because I love Epiphany so much!  I‘ve felt at 
home as I never thought would be possible.  I‘ve found a gracious and faithful colleague in Pastor 
Gohl, whose family has become part of my own.  I‘ve been so blessed by our youth and advisors who 
have helped to revitalize the Youth Group with their presence and invitations to their friends.  Our 
Christian Education program is thinking about the future and is bringing some exciting possibilities to 
better equip our children to grow into their baptismal promises.  And leaders who continue to step-up 
to try new things and continually vision how we can more effectively tell the Good News of God‘s love 
is so encouraging, and my prayer is that this would continue to be one of the things the community of 
Epiphany is open to. 
 

I am more grateful to you than I could ever express in words, and I hope to have the opportunity to 
share more of this in person before I begin full-time for the Synod as one of the Assistants to the 
Bishop in September.  Praise be to God for you! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Ed Kay 

 

 

 

Youth Group Reminders 
 

 

2010–2011 KICK-OFF MEETING 
 

 

Sunday, September 19
th

 

6:00pm-8:00pm 

7
th

-12
th

 grade youth 
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Pastor Yost 

In the "Seminary Ridge Review, there was an article from Egyptian wisdom literature.  "Don't be evil, 
kindness is good...Do justice...Calm the weeper, don't oppress the widow. Don't expel a man from his 
father's property...  Don't reduce noblemen of their possessions...Do not kill."   Interesting that even in 
ancient times there was concern about the way we should act toward each other.  I read recently of a 
young man with great potential as a future star basketball player, was found dead.  He was shot to 
death in his own neighborhood.  What a waste of life.  Even in Egypt there was concern about 
persons and how they should live with each other.  It cannot be done without rules and regulations 
being obeyed.  That is only true of those who will obey rules that have been written by those 
concerned about our ability to live with each other.  Jesus said the same thing in a very simple and 
wonderful way, "Love one another as I have loved you."  The trouble with rules, sayings, commands 
you have to obey them.  Other wise, they are of little use. Thank God that our Lord's first comment 
was that we should love one another as God loves us.  

God showed his love in becoming like us. How grateful I am as I work with all of you and from time to 
time participate in the worship service. We know and try to obey what it is that God expects of us. 
Loving is the simplest thing in the world.   Acting in love is not so simple. We have to give of 
ourselves as God gave of Himself.  Look though, at the results. What a joy it is to worship together to 
work together, knowing that each of us has something to give, to share.  Our love for one another 
continues to make a difference.   

It is that love which binds us in service, directs us as we serve, and unites us in fellowship.   Each of 
the shut-in members I visit express this truth.  That is why they miss being with us each Sunday we 
worship.  And that is they we are grateful we can be together each chance we get to worship God.   

A blessed summer to all!  Be careful when you are enjoying yourselves. Be well rested and come 
back ready to continue to serve God as we always have!  Our family will be at the ocean the week 
beginning August 7th.  

Pastor Yost 

In Our Prayers...  

Glenda Albaugh, Doris Bozman, 
Florence Brady, Wayne Coletti, 
Denise Crosby, Karen Farone, 
Blanche Frankhouser, Casey Franks, 
Jim Gingell, Maureen Healy, Pr. 
Eleanor Holland, Vivian Kelly, Chuck 
King, Jean Marshall, Dolores 
Marquardt, Pr. Carl Myers,  David 
Myers, Ruth Nies, Howard Roeder, 
Jen Schleupner, Dorothy Smith, 
Tyler Stewart, Grayson & Megan 
Smoot, Vicky Stone, Janann Voir, 
Samiya Wilson, Sandy Zang and 
Lauren.  

Our Service People… 

Eric Cullotta & Matthew Sather; 
Christopher Berg; Ricky Buria & 
James Welsch; Scott Ernst; Karen 
Ketter; Robert Ruth; Stephen Veres 
& Douglas Engler; Tony Martin; Eric 
Wertz; Matthew Harrington & Jason 
Harrington; Jason Frey.  

Loving Thoughts 

THE CLOCK IS TICKING 

It was one of those hot, humid, summer days, the kind when 
you do nothing.  I decided to stay in the air conditioning all 
day.  I thought this would be an excellent time to catch up on 
my reading.  I opened my book and settled down for a few 
hours of relaxation.  It was very quiet in the room and I heard 
the clock…tick-tock-tick-tock.   As I listened to the clock, I 
realized my life was like that, ticking away, minute by minute.  
Thoughts began to come to mind as I sat in the stillness.   

Did I always put God first in my life? 

Did I live a good Christian life? 

Was I one of God‘s messengers and spread His word? 

The clock is ticking, let every minute, every hour, every day of 
your life be filled with love and compassion for others.  Let 
God rule your life and heart.  Time is so precious, do 
something with it.  Listen to the clock tick-tock-tick-tock, then 
listen to your heart beat.  Thank your Heavenly Father for the 
time He has given you. 

Time passes so quickly, use it wisely. 

Audrey Thomas 
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A Celebration of Ministry! 

In Honor of Pastor Ed Kay 

Sunday, 5 September 2010 + 10:30am 
 

Join us as we celebrate Pastor Kay‘s ministry with us 
over the last 2½ years! And rightly, we are celebrating 
not mourning or bidding him farewell – because he‘s not 
going anywhere, he‘s just leaving our staff! 
 

The festivities are still coming together, but the big 
announcements are that there will only be one service 
that weekend – 10:30am on 5 September in the air conditioned sanctuary. The service will include the 
9am Praise Team as well as the organ and 10:30am ministry teams. Pastor Kay will deliver the 
sermon and we will present him with a few gifts to mark this occasion. 
 

Following the 10:30am Service, there will be a covered-dish luncheon throughout the building and in 
the courtyard. The Church will provide Fried Chicken, Drinks and Place Settings. You are asked to 
bring a side-dish, salad, dessert or some kind of finger-food to share – enough for you and 6 or 8 
others. 
 

Should you wish to participate in the gift-giving from the congregation, you may make a check 
payable to Epiphany and mark both the check and envelope clearly ―Pastor Kay Gift.‖ It would be 
helpful to have those checks no later than August 29. 
  

 
You are cordially invited to the 
Installation of the Rev. Edward 
N. Kay as Assistant to the 
Bishop of the Delaware -Mary -
land Synod on Saturday, 18 
September 2010, 12:30pm at New 
Psalmist Baptist Church in West 
Baltimore.  

Sign -up i n the Commons to 
attend and transportation will 
be arranged. Wear something 
red as part of the celebration!  

Epiphany Homemakers 

Just an update on the Homemakers. 
 

Six of the Homemakers met for Lunch on July 7th – one of 
the hottest days of this summer. 
 

We went to a new restaurant – ―Jad‘s‖ on Backriver Neck 
Road.  It was very nice; the food was good and the prices 
reasonable.  We plan to go there again real soon. 
 

Our next get together will be on Wednesday, August 4th, 
and Wednesday, August 25th, 10:00 am in the Hackmann 
Room to work on our project and, of course, go out to 
lunch. 
 

Everyone is invited to join us to work on our project, or to 
just talk, and then out to lunch.  All are welcome, even if 
you are not a member of the Homemakers, and you would 
like to go out to lunch with a very nice group of ladies. 
 

The first Fall Business Meeting will be on Wednesday, 
September 1st, 10:30 am in the Hackmann Room. 
 

Any questions, please call me at 410-665-3473.  
 

Esther M. Balles, President 
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Thank You for these Gifts and Memorials 

PERMANENT MEMORIAL FUND 

In loving memory of my dear husband Gorman 
on his birthday and our 68th wedding 
anniversary.                      By loving wife Bobbie 
 

In loving memory of my dad, Douglas A. Lauf. 

by Bobbie White 
 

In loving memory of Harry Duvall. 

By Dan & Joann Levine 
 

In loving memory of Virginia Henry  

By R. Coleman & Nancy Rice 
 

In honor of Tucker Benjamin Single on his 
baptism. 

By Phyllis Single 
 

In loving memory of Gordon & Virginia Henry 

By Anne Harrison 
 

In loving memory of Wilhelmina Dolan. 

By Jeannette & Bill Lautenschlager 

 

 

 

 

THE CENTENNIAL FUND 

With thanks to God for the birth of Tucker 
Benjamin Single                    By Phyllis Single 
 

In loving memory of Wilhelmina Dolan.  

By Harris Dolan 

 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 

Given to the Glory of God for the continued 
witness of Epiphany Lutheran Church in honor 
of Kenneth A. Pensyl.  

By Kermit & Anna Sanders 

 

THE HIGHTMAN FUND 

In loving memory of Hazel Woolston  

By Anna & Kermit Sanders 
 

In loving memory of Alva Perry  

By Anna & Kermit Sanders 
 

In loving memory of Muriel Gibbons  

By Kermit & Anna Sanders 
 

In honor of the baptism of our granddaughter, 
Kayla Noel Kegley  

By David & Janet Oakes 

We Receive the Kindest Letters… 
 

Thank youé 

Pat McGowan recently received a thank you letter and a check for $250, from H & R Block for 
Epiphany.  This was in return for our members and/or friends using the coupons distributed by H 
& R Block, to be used when they had their taxes done.  We received $25 for each coupon that 
was used.  Perhaps, as a fundraiser next year, more members will choose to go to H & R Block 
and use the coupon.  To all of those who participated, we thank you. 
 

Thank youé 

The Duvall family would like to thank everyone at Epiphany for their prayers, thoughts and cards 
during Harry‘s illness and at his passing.  We as a family are truly blessed by our Epiphany 
church family.  Thanks, Denise Loverde 
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God Bless Those Who Serve in August… 

Sponsorships for the Month of August 

Given to the Glory of God 

FLOWERS 

Aug. 01 ALTAR—In honor of Dorothy Sill on her 70th birthday by her family, Joe, Sr., Joe, Jr., and 
Linda. CHANCEL – In loving memory of our brother Merwin on his birthday by Roland & Dorothy 
Smith. 

Aug. 08 & Aug. 15 ALTAR - Available 

Aug. 22 ALTAR – In honor of George & JoAnne Prell on their Marriage by their Epiphany Friends 
and Family. 

Aug. 29 ALTAR – In loving memory of my dear husband Gorman on his birthday and our 69th 
Wedding Anniversary by loving wife Bobbie. CHANCEL – In loving memory of Charles Nemec, Sr. 
on our Sept. 1st Wedding Anniversary by loving wife Pat. 
 

BULLETINS 

Aug. 01 In honor of Dorothy Sill on her 70th birthday by her family, Joe, Sr., Joe, Jr., and Linda  

Aug. 08 Available  

Aug. 15 In loving memory of Wilhelmina Dolan on her 90th birthday by her friends Kermit & Anna 
Sanders 

Aug. 22 Available 

Aug. 29 In memory of Virginia Neiberline by Ed & Juanita Tausendschoen  
 

COMMUNION ELEMENTS 

Aug. 01 In loving memory of the birthday of Philip H. Becker by loving wife Edith 

Aug. 08 In loving memory of the birthday of Philip H. Becker by loving wife Edith 

Aug. 15, 22 & 29 - Available 
 

TOWER LIGHT “God is Love” 

Aug. 01 To the Glory of God by Karol and Owen Ashbrook 

Aug. 08 In loving memory of my dad Fred P. Ernst by Shirley Ernst 

Aug. 15 In loving memory of Katherine Hilda Cook Martin and Harry William Martin by Jesse and 
Dot House. 

Aug. 22 In loving memory of Helen McGraw ‗Gran‘ with love from her family 

Aug. 29 In loving memory of Marguerite and Jesse House by Jesse and Dot House 
 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS - Available 
 

SPONSORS NEEDED 

Altar Flowers:  Sept. 19                         Bulletins:  Sept. 5, 12, 19 & 26 

Communion Elements:  Sept. 5, 12, 19 & 26 
 

Altar Flowers - $25/wk  Chancel Flowers - $15/wk  Communion Elements - $10/wk  Bulletins - $10/wk 
 Tower Light - $10/wk  Sanctuary Lights - $15/month. Please call the Church Office to Sponsor any of 
these memorials. 410-485-7654 
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ALTAR CARE                   Carol Myers & Stephanie 

Cancila 
 

ALTAR CLEAN UP 

Aug. 01 Donna Fairley, Susy Pfarr, Gladys Ilgenfritz, Carol Schleupner  

Aug. 08 Linda Gruzs, Carol Myers, Margaret Kramer, Tom Kopriva, Stephanie  

Aug. 15  Jim & Elsie Bell, Marion Johnston, Joan Gullion,  Audrey Thomas 

Aug. 22 Shirley Stevens, Emmie Shelsby, May Heidelmaier, Amie McGee, Gladys Ilgenfritz 

Aug. 29 Jim & Elsie Bell, Marion Johnston, Joan Gullion, Audrey Thomas 
 

USHERS 

Aug. 01 Leo Schleupner, Bill Momberger, Roland Smith, Phyllis Single, Henry Koenig, Joan 
Becker, Carl Becker  

Aug. 08 April Crosby, Pat Nemec, Carl Rau, Norman Albaugh, Charles Schnepf, Virginia 
Schnepf 

Aug. 15 Bill Momberger, Tom Kopriva, Don Watson, Charles Engler, Bud Stevens, Henry Berg 

Aug. 22 Kent Gruzs, Gil Shelsby, John Miller, Linda Gruzs, Denise Loverde, Woody Smeltzer 

Aug. 29 Mark Dittmar, Carol Thomas, Katie Kwiatkowski, John Kluver, Kay Koepper, Walter 
Koepper 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS           

Aug. 01 Doug Wittich     Aug. 08 Tom Kopriva 

Aug. 15 Georgeann Roeder    Aug. 22 Jacob Schleupner 

Aug. 29 Gary Engler 
 

LAY READERS    1st Lesson   2nd Lesson 

Aug. 01   Gifty Brown   John Nies 

Aug. 08   Charlie Engler  Edna Rau 

Aug. 15   Kent Gruzs   Georgeann Roeder 

Aug. 22   Sue Fitzsimmons  Gil Shelsby 

Aug. 29   Jeremiah Schleupner Amber Leber 
 

ACOLYTES               

Aug. 01 Dennis Aryee, Lambert Aryee, Amber Leber 

Aug. 08         Amber Leber, Jeremiah Schleupner, Kristina Wittich, Joseph Wray 

Aug. 15 Ryan Becker, Carrie Cancilla, Kevin Durbin, Faith Schleupner 

Aug. 22 Dennis Aryee, Kevin Durbin, Brendan Kluver, Kristina Wittich 

Aug. 29 Lambert Aryee, Carrie Cancilla, Jacob Schleupner, Joseph Wray 
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Pastoral Acts 

FUNERAL 

Pastor Gohl officiated at the internment of William Claude 
Covan, III ï 73 yrs. old, who died on 1-22-2010 and was 
interred in our Memorial Garden on 5-15-2010. 

 

BAPTISM 

Pastor Kay administered the Sacrament of Baptism for 
Chloe Grace Krich on July 11th. Chloe‘s parents are Dane 
and Emily (Fishell) Krich, . 

 

WEDDING 

Pastor Gohl officiated at the marriage of Kellie Cecelia 
Brown & Paul Alan Lane.  

 

NEW MEMBER 

Pastor Gohl received Emily Krich as an adult member of 
this congregation on July 25, joining her husband Dane 
and daughter Chloe in membership. 

 

 

September tower Light  
Material for the September Edition of The Tower Light will 
be due by August 15th.  You may email material to 
Betty@God-Is-Love.org or drop your material to the 
Church Office.  

 

Loaves & Fishes 

We are working with St. Matthias Episcopal Church to help with their weekly Soup Kitchen, a free 
community meal that they call Loaves and Fishes. Once a month, a group from Epiphany serves at 
St. Matthias. We provide the food and helpers on the Third Saturdays from 10:30a ‗til 2:15p. We 
divide into shifts (set-up/cook: 10:30 ‗til 12:45 and serve/clean-up: 12 til 2:15). We need your help! 
See Pastor Gohl or join us for a meeting August 18th from 6 ‗til 7p. 

 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR STEWARDSHIP!

 

June 27, 2010 

ATTENDANCE:   177 

5pm: 21  9am: 57  10:30am: 99 

OFFERING:  $3,448.80 

BUDGET:  $4,840.00 

 

July 04, 2010 

ATTENDANCE:   198 

5pm: 30  9am: 47  10:30am:  121 

OFFERING:  $3,659.00 

BUDGET:  $4,840.00 

 

July 11, 2010 

ATTENDANCE:   219 

5pm: 26  9am: 65  10:30am: 128 

OFFERING:  $4,217,27 

BUDGET:  $4,840.00 

 

July 18, 2010 

ATTENDANCE: 117 

5pm: 26  9am: 55  10:30am: 117 

OFFERING:  $3,398.98 

BUDGET:  $4,840.00 
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CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAYS 

OF OUR OCTOGENARIANS 

 

Sept. 04 ï Pete Behrmann, Jr. 

 

 

Sept. 20 ï Frances Kausch 

 

 

Sept. 22 ï William Seidl 

 

 

Sept. 26 ï Audrey Thomas 

 

 

Sept. 28 ï John Miller 

 

 

God Bless Those Who 

Celebrate Anniversaries! 

David and Donna Plank 

Ed and Juanita Tausendschoen 

Vince and Stephanie Cancila 

Ron and Jennifer DeVincent 

Buddy and Debbie Geiger 

Walter and Kay Koepper 

Kent and Linda Gruzs 

Henry and Debbie Orpin 

Bill and Christine Bennett 

Bud and Shirley Stevens 

William and Sharon Shaffer 

Roy and Irene Turner 
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God Bless Those Who 

Celebrate Birthdays! 

Georgeann Roeder 

Pete Behrmann Jr. 

Dorothy Smith 

Angela McLaughlin 

Craig Johnston 

Jennifer Poling 

Phyllis Single 

Doris Bozman 

John Keefer 

Erica Keefer 

Barbara Lee Coady 

Bobbie King 

Susan Van Cleaf 

Steven Maisenhalder 

Caitlin Frizzell 

Diane Steimetz 

Albertin Weah 

Joan Horst 

Makenna Haack 

Vicki Kufel 

Ray Lowrimore 

Frances Kausch 

Judy McDermott 

Heather Stroemer 

William Seidl 

Audrey Thomas 

Elaine Wagenfuehr 

Kayla Kegley 

John Miller 

Kaitlynn Beatty 

 



 

Prime-Timers Present… 

Annual Al l Church Adult Crab Feast  

Sunday, September 19th - 4:00pm in the Courtyard 

We provide Crabs, Corn, Burgers, Hot Dogs, Beer & Soda. 

We ask you to bring a dish or dessert to share. 

Tickets: $25.00 

 

The Music Box 
by Vernene Rodgers Lenz, Director of Music 

 

Thanks to our faithful choir members who ended the season on God and Country Sunday, July 4th, 
our country‘s Independence Day.  They will have a two – month vacation, before returning, with full 
voice, in September.  Their dedication is to be admired.  Please join the choirs in September – 
singers / ringers! 

 

August 8:  A Capella Quartette (Margaret Shamer is the soprano) 

―Locus Iste‖, by Bruckner, and ―Who is at my Window, Who?‖ by Welford Russell    (Maggie tells us 
the Russell piece is very contemporary, published in 1969.  It‘s taken from the book of Revelations 
episode where Jesus knocks at the door (of our hearts) and the question is whether or not we will 
open it (using the latch that is inside).  Jesus is on the inside, asking, ―Who‘s at my window?‖ which 
begins a conversation in which Jesus explains the gentle-hearted qualities one must have to be 
welcomed into His house.)  

 

August 15:  Bill Nies, baritone soloist, and Epiphanyôs CHOIRS 

―O Holy Night‖, solo by Bill Nies, singing his familiar Josh Grobin arrangement 

―Sing Now the First Noel‖, the Epiphany Choir.  Bells by Carol Thomas 

(You‘ve known beloved member, Bill Nies, a dedicated choir singer, for many years.) 

 

August 22:  Jon Cummins, baritone soloist 

Jon has been the soloist of many productions at the Assembly of God in Lutherville/Timonium as well 
as many other religious venues.  He accompanies himself on his classical guitar. 

 

August 29:  Jennifer and Jeremiah Schleupner, duet 

―How Great Thou Art‖, traditional tune and words 

These members of Epiphany need no introduction – you know them well! Jeremiah has the honor of 
being a new member of the Maryland Boys‘ Choir. 
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SUMMER HOURS FOR THE CHURCH OFFICE 

During July and August Betty‘s hours are Monday and Friday – 9:00 – 12 noon, and 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – 9:00 – 3:30. 

 

 
 

WANTED: 
Old Jewelry for Christmas Bazaar! 

Some of it is sold. Some is loaned for consignment. Some is used for crafts. 

If you have any old jewelry to share, please bring it to the Church Office or give it 

to Linda Gruzs, Pat McGowan, or Denise Loverde.  Many thanks!  

 

 

 

We Receive the Kindest Letters… 

 

Dear People of Epiphany… 
 

This letter is long overdue to you, and Pastors Ed and John, as well as to the Church Council and 
members of Epiphany!  This is a letter of gratitude and thanks for your prayers and support while 
our Michael served in the Navy these past several years.  Although Michael was not in harms way 
in the Mid-East or Afghanistan, he made the decision to serve our country in the Navy.  He was 
twice deployed at sea for several weeks.  Once to Europe, and the second deployment was to the 
Caribbean.  During his four years of service he helped to maintain and repair helicopters at sea 
and in Norfolk. 
 

It was a comfort for me to know that you, the other Pastors, the Church Council, and members of 
the congregation would pray for Michael every Sunday and during the week.  To see his name, as 
well as the others, listed in the weekly bulletin asking for prayers for those serving the military was 
of great comfort.  The thought of members of the congregation joining in prayer for his safety was 
reassuring.  In fact it is still hard for me today to put into words the feelings it brings as I reflect on 
those prayers. 
 

As I conclude my letter of appreciation to you, I found these words of Mother Teresa and felt that 
they appropriately put into prospective my feelings. 
 

―Everything starts from prayer‖ and 

―Let us thank God for all his love for us, in so many ways and so many places.  Let us in return, as 
an act of gratitude and adoration, determine to love him.‖ 
 

Sincerely,         
 

Margie Kay 
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Christmas in August 
Saturday, 14 August - 5pm 

Sunday, 15 August - 9 & 10:30am 

The annual ingathering of new toys to be distributed to needy 
children at Christmastime replete with Christmas Carols, the 
Christmas Story and a Christmas Tree! Start shopping today! 
Make Christmas joyous for a kid tomorrow! 

 

 

Longaberger Basket Bingo 

Sunday, October 3
rd

 
This year we plan to have the Longaberger Basket Bingo with 24 filled baskets.  Each and every gift 
that goes into the baskets, along with the baskets themselves, makes this event ―special‖.  Through 
your help we plan to have every basket overflowing with items.  Each group within Epiphany is asked 
to aid our fund raising efforts: 

By sponsoring a basket ï 

Pledging to buy a basket 

Provide or fund the items to fill a basket. 

We ask that you consider sponsoring a basket – filling it with items of your choosing, a ―theme‖, for a 
particular basket. Some suggestions: 

Coupons or Gift cards 

Store Merchandise 

Free or Discounted Services. 

Please respond with your pledge, donations, gifts, and merchandise by no later than Sunday, Aug. 
29th so that planning and coordination of baskets and items for each can be properly organized and 
prepared. 

Linda E. Gruzs, Fellowship Committee 

 

 

 

Pastor Paula Stecker leaving for Haiti  

You may have seen flyers on our bulletin boards with this information.  Pastor 
Stecker will join her husband, Carl, who is on staff with the Baltimore based 
Catholic Relief Services.  He has been working in the capital of Port-au-Prince 
since February on a project to reconstruct and improve the 120 bed St. Francis de 
Sales Hospital, a Catholic medical center that was 85 percent destroyed in the 
Jan. 12 quake.  Pastor Stecker has served Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
York since 2006.  On her last day to preach the congregants unveiled a sign for 
the newly named Stecker Family Social Hall in honor of the family.  Pastor Paula 
Stecker served as our Vicar 2003-2004. 
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MESSAGE  

FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT – Gil Shelsby 

Excerpts from my New Orleans Mission Trip Journal 
 

Day 1, Wednesday 

Up at 5:00 am. Met April at the Overlea Diner for breakfast.  She was almost on time so I knew it 
would be a week of miracles. Met the rest of the mission team at church, prayed, kissed Emmie 
goodbye and headed for the airport.  Flight to New Orleans was uneventful.  We got our rental vans 
and headed for the church.  I went with the grocery buying groups, a job I really don‘t care for, but this 
is God‘s work so you do what‘s needed.  Had dinner, a meeting with the coordinator from 
Gethsamane to get our assignments, had devotions, relaxed a little while and turned in about 
11:00pm 

 

Day 2, Thursday 

Our job was to clean up an overgrown lot.  We found out when we got to the job sight that we only 
had a few hand tools to work with.  We all jumped in and, after about six hours of cutting weeds, vines 
and trees and picking up trash by hand, we had a decent looking lot.  We were all hot and sweaty, but 
we knew we had done a good job. 

 

Day 3, Friday  

I was asked to go to Janie‘s house to hook up a fan and move some wiring so it could be covered 
with dry wall.  Upon examination of the wiring job that Janie had paid for (it was so poorly done and 
not according to code) I had to take the time to repair it.  Friday night we were entertained by a 
traveling group of teens from Minnesota.  They performed a Christmas based musical.  Well done. 

 

Day 4, Saturday 

Hot, hot day (as all have been).  Spent the day correcting wiring at Janie‘s house and got everything 
done except for putting the blades on the fans.  Saturday night most of us went to the New Orleans 
Zephyrs game.  Lousy game, but a fun, relaxing time. 

 

Day 5, Sunday  

Attended both services, both done by Pastor Ed – no rest for the weary.  Sunday was a free day and 
we all headed down town to do whatever you wanted.  Teamed up with Dave and Gary.  Went to the 
Imax Theatre to get out of the heat, went to a bar and had a beer, then met Alison and her group and 
took a walking tour of some of the city‘s historical restaurants and bars.  Interesting and fun. 

 

Day 6, Monday 

Finished up at Janie‘s and went to Nequelli‘s house to start dry wall.  Her house was completely 
gutted.  It had been rewired but needed to have insulation installed and dry walled.  I started to hang 
dry wall about 11:00 am and almost finished the room that day.  I stayed with Gary after everyone 
else left and worked until I couldn‘t physically pick up a sheet of dry wall.  I declared quitting time and 
Gary was easy to convince. 

 

 

Day 7, Tuesday 
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Worked all day hanging wall board.  I paid the price for working the long, hard, hot day yesterday.  My 
body ached and didn‘t move well, however, I felt better as the day went on.  Good day! 

 

Day 8, Wednesday  

Got up early with Gary and Dave and was on the job site by 7:30 am.  We had a few sheets up by the 
time the rest of the team arrived.  Everyone pitched in, but you could feel the energy level dropping as 
our sheet rock supply was diminishing and there was so much more to be done.  All of a sudden, a 
black pick up truck pulled up and someone yelled to us, ―I‘ve got a trailer load of sheet rock.‖  I told 
you it was going to be a week of miracles.  Everyone jumped to get it unloaded and we picked up the 
pace and you could feel the energy in the room.  We worked until the end of the day, took time to 
clean up our trash, took a few pictures and headed back to church.  We felt bad that we didn‘t finish 
this job, because we ran out of time, but the good news is that a group was there from California and 
asked us to show them how to dry wall and they would try to finish it.  We gave them a quick course, 
wished them luck and headed back to church. 

 

Day 9, Thursday  

Up at 5:00 am.  Drive to airport.  Great flight home.  Landed safe and sound – Thanks be to God! 

 

Gil Shelsby 

 

 

 

 

From all of us, to all of You  

Thank You for Your Prayers and Support  

for the Annual Mission Trip to New Orleans  

Your gifts changed lives!  
 

And, from a grateful congregation,  

THANK YOU, NEW ORLEANS MISSION TEAM 

God is glorified in your serving! 
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